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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Farah Ebrahimi
with Hamid Mohamedi in Oakland, CA, in January, 1984.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual aceuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuseript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Dr. Mohamedi was born in 1938 to a middle class family., He
pursued his education in Persian literature, and received
his Masters' degree in that subject. He then continued his
studies in England, where he received his Masters' degree
in English Literature. Dr, Mohamadi received his Ph.D. from
Harvard Unievrsity in the same subject in 1971.

He began his political career by participating in the activities
of the National Front. Following his departure from Iran

for educational purposes, Dr, Mohamedi continued his political
interests, and joined the Confederation of Iranian Students,
wherein he served as an active member. His recollections

shed much light on the origins, early development and

subsequent structural changes in the €IS, Moreover, Dr,

Mohamedi outlines the modus operandi of dissident student
organizations, and the regime's responses to their activities.
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Family and educational background; beginnings of political 1-3
activities in Iran} occurance of conflicts between students
and the government.

Origins and history of the Confederation of Iranian Students 3-8
and its relation to political parties in Tran.

The beliefs and founding principles of the Confederation of 8-11
Iranian Students, and the manner of their encounter with the
government

Disintegrative tendencies within the Tudeh Party and various 11-17
political groupings within the CIS; discusgsions regarding the
CIS operational strategy.

CI8's sources of income, and relations between student 17-21
organizations of Europe and America,

Beginnings of student demonstrations in Iran and the Amini 21=27
government; the government's efforts to infilterate the CIS.

CIS's Third Congress and the proliferation of student 27-32
organizations,
Radicalization of CIS wvisws, and the beginnings of united 33-38

student activism. .

The impact of the Events of 1963 on CIS, and the student body's 38-42
relations with political groups within Iran,

CIS's views of the regime, and the government's persecution of 42-46
CIS members; comnection between assassination attempt on the
life of the Shah and CIS activities.
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